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Comments:  

Dear Hawaii State Legislature, 

My name is Mia and I am writing to support this bill. As a student pharmacist and a 
pharmacy intern, I believe that electronic smoking products should be regulated more 
strictly to prevent any misuse by childrens and teenagers for their health. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Mia Tran 
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January 31, 2019 
 

 
RE: SUPPORT HB 1574 Relating to Electronic Smoking Products  
 
Dear Chair Mizuno & Members of the Committee on Health & Human Services: 
 
At Blue Zones Projects we are working to make Hawaii a happier, healthier place to live, work and play.  
We support HB1574, which will help to regulate sales of electronic smoking devices. In Hawaii alone, 
smoking causes 1400 adult deaths per year and costs $256 million.  Limiting the use of tobacco would 
result in an extremely effective way to prevent a variety of chronic diseases and many other adverse 
health consequences. 
 
An industry which is not regulated cannot be held accountable.  This measure would mandate that e-
cigarette retailers need to possess the appropriate retail tobacco permit to sell e-cigarettes and liquids, 
which would result in better oversight of this quickly growing industry.  It is impossible to know if a retailer 
is selling to under 21 if there is no way to track the retailers.   
 
The industry has been left to grow without paying the taxes it should be paying on its products.   It is 
important to bring electronic smoking devices, and their parts, under the same tobacco taxes as other 
nicotine products.  This alignment creates a more clear message to consumers.  Furthermore, this 
measure will increase the cost for a tobacco license from $2.50 annually to $250 annually, and the cost of 
a retail permit will go from $20 annually to $50 annually.  Even small businesses can pay these minimal 
raises in fees to be allowed to continue to profit from the sale of tobacco products.  
 
Although Hawaii has one of the strictest laws in the nation prohibiting the sale of tobacco to individuals 
under the age of 21, our children are easily able to purchase cigarettes and other tobacco products via 
the Internet.  This legislation will address this loophole by only allowing the online purchase and shipment 
of tobacco products to licensed retailers, where consumers can purchase. 
 
Nationally, there was a 78% increase from 2017-2018 in current e-cigarette use among high school 
students and 48% increase among middle school students.  Bringing the total number of middle and high 
school students currently using to 3.6 million, 1.5 million more than the previous year.  Hawaii youth are 
part of this trend. There continues to be a steep rise in the use of electronic smoking devices, and the 
unregulated industry allows for a simple and easy way for children to purchase these relatively 
inexpensive, undertaxed products.   
  

Áñ9.. 0 I'll vavBI ht I h sa A
HaW3|| bY -.tj';';2- È È

An Independent Licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Associauun

"\ BLUE ZONES PROJECTô



 

 
 
 
Copyright © 2018 Blue Zones, LLC and Sharecare, Inc. All rights reserved.                             bluezonesproject.com 

 

Overall, there are a variety of issue this legislation will address.  It is time to regulate an industry, to collect 
the appropriate taxes, raise the cost of licensing and permitting fees as well as ensure that there are no 
longer illegal online sales.    
 
We are grateful to the Committee for hearing HB 1574, and hope that you will consider passing this bill 
that will better regulate tobacco products. 
 
 

 

Sincerely, 
 

Peggy Mierzwa 
 

Peggy Mierzwa 
Statewide Policy Lead 
Blue Zones Project�v Hawaii  
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 Testimony in SUPPORT of  H.B. 1574 
RELATING TO ELECTRONIC SMOKING PRODUCTS 

REPRESENTATIVE JOHN M. MIZUNO, CHAIR 
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH 

 
Hearing Date: January 31, 2019 Room Number:  329 

 

Fiscal Implications:  The Department of Health (DOH) defers to the Department of Taxation 1 

(DOTAX) for fiscal implications of implementation and to the Department of the Attorney 2 

General (AG) for fiscal implications for enforcement. 3 

Department Testimony:  The DOH supports House Bill 1574 (H.B. 1574) as a measure to 4 

protect the public’s health, especially youth, from the harmful effects of tobacco use and 5 

initiation.  The bill makes unlawful the shipping of e-liquid products to consumers except for 6 

licensed wholesalers or dealers.  It provides for the inclusion of e-liquid in the definition of 7 

tobacco products, the imposition of an excise tax, the requirement for licensing and permitting 8 

fees, and increase in licensing and permitting fees.  The DOH defers to DOTAX for 9 

implementation, and to the AG regarding the enforcement of the shipping regulations. 10 

 Despite tremendous progress in reducing smoking, tobacco use is still the leading cause 11 

of preventable illness and death in the United States and in Hawaii.1  It is crucial that the 12 

progress made in reducing cigarette smoking among youth and young adults not be 13 

compromised by the initiation of electronic smoking devices (ESDs), also known as vaping or 14 

e-cigarettes.  Most ESDs purchased in the US contain nicotine, which is highly toxic and 15 

                                                           
1 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Best Practices for Comprehensive Tobacco Control Programs, 2014. Atlanta: U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Chronic Disease Prevention and Health Promotion, 
Office on Smoking and Health, 2014 
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addictive.2  Young  Several studies have shown that youth who use e-cigarettes are more likely 1 

to use regular cigarettes.3,4,5 2 

New findings from the 2018 National Youth Tobacco Survey (NYTS) demonstrated a 3 

dramatic increase in youth use of ESDs.  From 2017 to 2018, there was a 78% increase in 4 

current e-cigarette use among high school students and a 48% increase among middle school 5 

students.6  In a rare advisory in December 2018, the U.S. Surgeon General, Dr. Jerome Adams, 6 

officially declared “e-cigarette use among youth an epidemic in the United States”.7  Likewise, 7 

Dr. Scott Gottlieb, Commissioner of the U.S. Food and Drug Administration, in his press 8 

statement described his shock at the rapid rise in youth uptake of ESD and that youth vaping is 9 

an epidemic.8 Hawaii rates of youth ESD use is higher, with 25% of  high school students 10 

reporting being regular users, and 42% had tried them, and rates for neighbor islands are 11 

consistently higher than state rates.9  The DOH supports the restriction of shipping tobacco 12 

products to anyone other than a licensed wholesaler/dealer, that is engaged in the business of 13 

selling tobacco products and is on the DOTAX authorized list.  This will strengthen protections 14 

for youth and young adults and provide a public health policy to the preferred purchasing 15 

method by middle and high school student ESD users, 64 percent and 60 percent, respectively 16 

said they purchase from friends.10   17 

                                                           
2 Marynak, et al. Sales of Nicotine-Containing Electronic Cigarette Products: United States, 2015. Research and Practice, AJPH, published online 
March 21, 2017.  
3 Watkins SL, Glantz, SA.  Association of Noncigarette Tobacco Products Use with Future Cigarette Smoking Among Youth in the Population 
Assessment of Tobacco and Health (PATH) Study, 2013-2015.  JAMA Pediatric. Published online January 2, 2018.   
4 Barrington-Trimis, JL, Urman, R, Berhane, K, Unger, JB, Cruz, TB, Pentz, MA, Samet, JM, Leventhal, AM, McConnell, R. E-Cigarettes and Future 
Cigarette Use. Pediatrics.2016-0379.  
5 Wills, TA, Knight, R, Williams, RJ, Pagano, I, Sargent JD. Risk Factors for Exclusive E-Cigarette Use and Dual E-Cigarette Use and Tobacco Use in 
Adolescents. Pediatrics. 2014-0760.  
6Notes from the Field:  Use of Electronic Cigarettes and Any Tobacco Product Among Middle and High School Students- United States, 2011 
2018. (n.d.), 2. 
7  Health (ASH), A. S. for. (2018, December 17). Surgeon General releases advisory on E-cigarette epidemic among youth [Text]. Retrieved 
January 26, 2019, from https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2018/12/18/surgeon-general-releases-advisory-e-cigarette-epidemic-among-
youth.html 
8 Commissioner, O. of the. (n.d.). Press Announcements - Statement from FDA Commissioner Scott Gottlieb, M.D., on new steps to address 
epidemic of youth e-cigarette use [WebContent]. Retrieved January 30, 2019, from 
https://www.fda.gov/NewsEvents/Newsroom/PressAnnouncements/UCM620185.htm  
9 Hawaii School Health Survey/ Youth Risk Behavior Survey (2017)  
10 Hawaii School Health Survey/Youth Tobacco Survey (2017) 
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Hawaii is among five states (including California, Oregon, New Jersey, and Maine)  in 1 

the country that prohibit the sales of tobacco products to any person under the age of twenty-one 2 

years.  Such legislation specifically addresses face-to-face transactions and is meant to prevent 3 

youth access and initiation of tobacco use.  However, the acceleration of online tobacco product 4 

sales has created a dangerous loophole, undermining efforts to protect public health, by 5 

providing an appealing option for underage smokers.  In the current unregulated online market, 6 

youth easily, and often, circumvent the age verification process for purchasing tobacco.  In some 7 

transactions age verification simply requires the consumer to acknowledge that a person is over 8 

the legal age to purchase by clicking the word, “agree,” to advance the transaction. 9 

The Internet Tobacco Vendors Study (ITV), supported by the National Cancer Institute 10 

and the United States Food and Drug Administration (USFDA) Center for Tobacco Products, has 11 

monitored the online tobacco industry for over fifteen years, to assess sales practices and public 12 

health impacts.  In 2016, its study found that minors were successful in buying ESDs online 93% 13 

of the time despite age restrictions and another study found that ESDs were often shipped from 14 

internet vendors without instructions or health warnings.  Due to the easy access for minors 15 

through online marketing, researchers recommend more vigorous policies to prohibit sales to 16 

minors.11,12 17 

Unregulated online access provides a way for the purchaser and tobacco industry to avoid 18 

federal and state taxes, resulting in loss of revenue and evasion of an important public health tool 19 

for prevention.13  Youth are price sensitive and online purchasing options are a less expensive 20 

method for acquiring tobacco products including ESDs.  Hawaii has seen ESD use by youth and 21 

young adults increase at an alarming rate.14  ESDs are now the most commonly used tobacco 22 

                                                           
11 Williams RS, Derrick J, Ribisl KM. Electronic Cigarette Sales to Minors via the Internet. JAMA Pediatric. 2015;169(3): e1563.  
doi:10.1001/jamapediatrics.2015.63. 
12 Kong AY, Derrick JC, Abrantes AS, Williams RS. What is included with your online e-cigarette order? An analysis of e-cigarette shipping, 
product and packaging features. Tobacco Control. [Epub ahead of print] June 29, 2016. doi:10.1136/tobaccocontrol-2016-053061. 
13 The National Association for Convenience and Fuel Retailing: http://wwww.nacsonline.com/Advocacy/Issues//Tobacco/Pages/RemoteSales 
of Tobacco.aspx 
14 Hawaii State Department of Health, 2016-2020 Tobacco Use Prevention and Control in Hawaii, Five-Year Strategic Plan, p.25. 
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product among youth in the nation, and in Hawaii.15,16  The electronic cigarette industry is 1 

growing rapidly, with retail and online sales of electronic smoking devices projected to reach 10 2 

billion dollars in 2017.17,18  The pricing, marketing, and variety of youth-friendly flavors are 3 

contributing to the increased use of ESDs.19 4 

The DOH supports the measure’s proposed amendment that requires wholesalers and 5 

retailers of e-liquids, to obtain the applicable license or permit.  Previously, all that was required 6 

of these vendors was a General Excise License.  In adherence to Act 206, of 2018 session laws, 7 

requiring the AG to establish an Electronic Smoking Device Retailer Registration Unit, 640 8 

entities that sell ESDs have registered to date.   Licensure and retail permitting would bring e-9 

liquid vendors in alignment with the traditional tobacco retailers and would provide accurate data 10 

for compliance surveillance. 11 

The proposed increases in licensure and permitting fees have remained unchanged since 12 

1995, despite high tobacco taxes and ever-increasing tobacco industry expenditures in marketing 13 

and advertising.  Tobacco licensing is an effective tool for limiting the negative public health 14 

consequences of tobacco use by ensuring that wholesalers and retailers comply with responsible 15 

sales practices.  The proposed licensing would apply to those who sell e-liquids. 16 

The DOH supports H.B. 1574 as a multifaceted public health measure to help prevent 17 

access to e-liquid, e-cigarettes, cigarettes and tobacco products among youth and young adults 18 

and to encourage users to quit. 19 

 Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 20 

Offered Amendments:  None 21 

                                                           
15 U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), “Tobacco Use Among Middle and High School Students — United States, 2011- 2015,” 
Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR) 65(14):361-367, April 14, 2016, 
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/65/wr/pdfs/mm6514a1.pdf 
16 Hawaii State Department of Health, Youth Risk Behavior Survey (2015) 
17 Herzog B, Gerberi J. E-Cigs revolutionizing the tobacco industry, 2013.  htttp://www.smallcapfinancialwire.com/wp-
content/uploads2013/11/E-Cigs-Rovolutionizing-the-Tobacco-Industry-Interactive-Model.pdf  
18 Craver, R. (September 15, 2013).  Analyst projection: E-cigs will overtake traditional tobacco revenue at Reynolds in 2021.  Winston-Salem 
Journal.  http://www.journalnow.com/business/business_news/local/analyst-projection-e-cigs-will-overtake-traditional-tobacco-revenue-
at/article_948674ca-1ca9-11e3-a0ae-0019bb30f31a.html 
19 ibid 



�+�%���������B�$�7�*�B�����������������B�+�/�7�B�6�X�S�S�R�U�W� � � �

�7�(�6�7�,�0�2�1�<���2�)��
�7�+�(���'�(�3�$�5�7�0�(�1�7���2�)���7�+�(���$�7�7�2�5�1�(�<���*�(�1�(�5�$�/��
�7�+�,�5�7�,�(�7�+���/�(�*�,�6�/�$�7�8�5�(������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
��
��

�2�1���7�+�(���)�2�/�/�2�:�,�1�*���0�(�$�6�8�5�(����
�+���%�����1�2�������������������������5�(�/�$�7�,�1�*���7�2���(�/�(�&�7�5�2�1�,���&���6�0�2�.�,�1�*���3�5�2�'�8�&�7�6����
��
�%�(�)�2�5�(���7�+�(����
�+�2�8�6�(���&�2�0�0�,�7�7�(�(���2�1�����+�(�$�/�7�+��������� � � � � � � � � � � �� �� �� �� � � � � � � � � � � �� �� �
� �� �� �� � � � � � � � � ���������� � � � � � � � � ���������� � � � � � � � � � � �
��
�'�$�7�(���� �7�K�X�U�V�G�D�\�����-�D�Q�X�D�U�\������������������������ �����7�,�0�(�����������������D���P����

�/�2�&�$�7�,�2�1�����6�W�D�W�H���&�D�S�L�W�R�O�����5�R�R�P����������

�7�(�6�7�,�)�,�(�5���6������ �&�O�D�U�H���(�����&�R�Q�Q�R�U�V�����$�W�W�R�U�Q�H�\���*�H�Q�H�U�D�O�������R�U������
�� �� �5�L�F�K�D�U�G���:�����6�W�D�F�H�\���� �'�H�S�X�W�\���$�W�W�R�U�Q�H�\���*�H�Q�H�U�D�O��
� � � �
��
�&�K�D�L�U���0�L�]�X�Q�R���D�Q�G���0�H�P�E�H�U�V���R�I���W�K�H���&�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H����

�� �7�K�H���'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���$�W�W�R�U�Q�H�\���*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�V���W�K�H���E�L�O�O���D�Q�G���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�V���W�K�H��

�I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���F�R�P�P�H�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���V�X�J�J�H�V�W�H�G���D�P�H�Q�G�P�H�Q�W�V������

�7�K�H���E�L�O�O���V�H�H�N�V���W�R���D�G�G�U�H�V�V���W�K�H���K�H�D�O�W�K���G�D�Q�J�H�U�V���F�D�X�V�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���U�D�S�L�G�O�\���J�U�R�Z�L�Q�J���X�V�H��

�R�I���H�O�H�F�W�U�R�Q�L�F���V�P�R�N�L�Q�J���G�H�Y�L�F�H�V�����(�6�'�V�����L�Q���+�D�Z�D�L�L�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���D�P�R�Q�J���W�K�H���\�R�X�W�K�������7�K�L�V���E�L�O�O��

�H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�V���W�K�H���R�I�I�H�Q�V�H���R�I���X�Q�O�D�Z�I�X�O���V�K�L�S�P�H�Q�W���R�I���H���O�L�T�X�L�G���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V���W�R���D���S�H�U�V�R�Q���R�U���H�Q�W�L�W�\��

�W�K�D�W���L�V���Q�R�W���D���O�L�F�H�Q�V�H�H�����L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�V���O�L�F�H�Q�V�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���S�H�U�P�L�W���I�H�H�V���I�R�U���Z�K�R�O�H�V�D�O�H�U�V�����G�H�D�O�H�U�V���D�Q�G��

�U�H�W�D�L�O�H�U�V���R�I���F�L�J�D�U�H�W�W�H�V���D�Q�G���W�R�E�D�F�F�R���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V�����I�X�Q�G�V���K�H�D�O�W�K���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���S�U�H�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q��

�S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V�����U�H�S�H�D�O�V���F�K�D�S�W�H�U�����������S�D�U�W���;�,�,�����+�D�Z�D�L�L���5�H�Y�L�V�H�G���6�W�D�W�X�W�H�V�����+�5�6�������D�Q�G���U�H�S�H�D�O�V��

�V�H�F�W�L�R�Q�������������������+�5�6�����U�H�O�D�W�L�Q�J���W�R���G�H�O�L�Y�H�U�\���V�D�O�H�V������

�,�Q���D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�����W�K�L�V���E�L�O�O���I�R�U���W�K�H���I�L�U�V�W���W�L�P�H���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V���H���O�L�T�X�L�G���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���G�H�I�L�Q�L�W�L�R�Q���R�I��

�³�W�R�E�D�F�F�R���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V���´���Z�K�L�F�K���Z�R�X�O�G���V�X�E�M�H�F�W���H���O�L�T�X�L�G���W�R���W�K�H���H�[�F�L�V�H���W�D�[���R�Q���W�R�E�D�F�F�R���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V����

�D�Q�G���W�K�X�V���S�O�D�F�H���L�W�V���U�H�J�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���H�[�L�V�W�L�Q�J���U�H�J�X�O�D�W�R�U�\���V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H���R�I���W�K�H���'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W���R�I��

�7�D�[�D�W�L�R�Q�������5�H�W�D�L�O�H�U�V���R�I���H���O�L�T�X�L�G���Z�R�X�O�G���Q�R�Z���E�H���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G���W�R���R�E�W�D�L�Q���U�H�W�D�L�O���W�R�E�D�F�F�R���S�H�U�P�L�W�V����

�D�Q�G���Z�K�R�O�H�V�D�O�H�U�V���D�Q�G���G�H�D�O�H�U�V���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G���W�R���R�E�W�D�L�Q���D���O�L�F�H�Q�V�H�������%�H�F�D�X�V�H���W�K�L�V���E�L�O�O��

�Z�R�X�O�G���P�D�N�H���H���O�L�T�X�L�G���V�X�E�M�H�F�W���W�R���W�D�[�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���U�H�J�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q���X�Q�G�H�U���F�K�D�S�W�H�U�������������+�5�6�����W�K�H��

�'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���$�W�W�R�U�Q�H�\���*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�V���W�K�H���U�H�S�H�D�O���R�I���S�D�U�W���;�,�,���R�I���F�K�D�S�W�H�U���������+�5�6������

�7�K�L�V���E�L�O�O���Z�R�X�O�G���S�O�D�F�H���W�K�H���U�H�J�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���H���O�L�T�X�L�G���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���U�H�W�D�L�O���W�R�E�D�F�F�R��

�S�H�U�P�L�W�W�L�Q�J���S�U�R�F�H�V�V���D�O�U�H�D�G�\���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���S�X�U�Y�L�H�Z���R�I���W�K�H���'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W���R�I���7�D�[�D�W�L�R�Q�����U�H�Q�G�H�U�L�Q�J��

�W�K�H���U�H�F�H�Q�W�O�\���F�U�H�D�W�H�G���(�O�H�F�W�U�R�Q�L�F���6�P�R�N�L�Q�J���'�H�Y�L�F�H���5�H�W�D�L�O�H�U���5�H�J�L�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q���8�Q�L�W���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H��

�µ� �µ�?�?�?�?�?�?�?�µ�O�_

�?�,

�,�µ�W�,
�B�µ�B�B�B�N�?�	�¶���?�?�����,

�B�Q�)�0

�0�2��

���J�P�³

��

�+�,�¶�����������.�����!�B�B�B

���.�N�T��B�B�µ�?�B�µ

kobayashi2
Late



�7�H�V�W�L�P�R�Q�\���R�I���W�K�H���'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���$�W�W�R�U�Q�H�\���*�H�Q�H�U�D�O��
�7�K�L�U�W�L�H�W�K���/�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�X�U�H��������������
�3�D�J�H�������R�I������

��

�+�%���������B�$�7�*�B�����������������B�+�/�7�B�6�X�S�S�R�U�W� � � �

�'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���$�W�W�R�U�Q�H�\���*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���G�X�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�Y�H�������7�K�H���S�O�D�F�H�P�H�Q�W���R�I���H���O�L�T�X�L�G�V���L�Q���W�K�H���V�D�P�H��

�'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W���R�I���7�D�[�D�W�L�R�Q���U�H�J�X�O�D�W�R�U�\���I�U�D�P�H�Z�R�U�N���D�V���R�W�K�H�U���W�R�E�D�F�F�R���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V���Z�R�X�O�G��

�F�R�Q�V�H�U�Y�H���U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V���D�Q�G���P�D�N�H���I�R�U���D���P�R�U�H���H�I�I�L�F�L�H�Q�W���S�U�R�F�H�V�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���S�X�E�O�L�F���D�Q�G���W�K�H��

�U�H�W�D�L�O�H�U�V��������

�7�K�H���'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W���V�X�J�J�H�V�W�V���W�K�D�W���F�O�D�U�L�I�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���U�H�J�D�U�G�L�Q�J���Y�D�O�X�D�W�L�R�Q���L�V���Q�H�H�G�H�G���I�R�U���W�K�H��

�Q�H�Z���F�U�L�P�L�Q�D�O���R�I�I�H�Q�V�H���F�R�Q�W�H�P�S�O�D�W�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���E�L�O�O�������6�H�F�W�L�R�Q�������R�I���W�K�H���E�L�O�O���D�P�H�Q�G�V���F�K�D�S�W�H�U������������

�+�5�6�����P�D�N�L�Q�J���W�K�H���X�Q�O�D�Z�I�X�O���V�K�L�S�P�H�Q�W���R�I���H���O�L�T�X�L�G���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V���W�R���D���S�H�U�V�R�Q���R�U���H�Q�W�L�W�\���W�K�D�W���L�V���Q�R�W��

�D���O�L�F�H�Q�V�H�H���D���I�H�O�R�Q�\���L�I���W�K�H���Y�D�O�X�H���R�I���W�K�H���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V���V�K�L�S�S�H�G���L�V�������������������R�U���P�R�U�H�����D�Q�G���D��

�P�L�V�G�H�P�H�D�Q�R�U���L�I���W�K�H���Y�D�O�X�H���L�V���O�H�V�V���W�K�D�Q�����������������������6�H�F�W�L�R�Q���������S�D�J�H���������O�L�Q�H�V�����������������������:�H��

�V�X�J�J�H�V�W���D�G�G�L�Q�J���Z�R�U�G�L�Q�J���L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�L�Q�J���K�R�Z���W�K�H���Y�D�O�X�H���L�V���W�R���E�H���G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H�G�������9�D�O�X�D�W�L�R�Q���E�D�V�H�G��

�R�Q���W�K�H���Z�K�R�O�H�V�D�O�H���S�U�L�F�H�����I�R�U���L�Q�V�W�D�Q�F�H�����P�L�J�K�W���Y�D�U�\���J�U�H�D�W�O�\���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���I�D�L�U���P�D�U�N�H�W���R�U���U�H�W�D�L�O��

�Y�D�O�X�H�������)�R�U���F�R�P�S�D�U�L�V�R�Q�����V�H�F�W�L�R�Q���������������������+�5�6�����L�Q���W�K�H���S�H�Q�D�O���F�R�G�H�����G�L�V�F�X�V�V�H�V���L�Q���G�H�W�D�L�O��

�W�K�H���P�H�W�K�R�G���R�I���Y�D�O�X�D�W�L�R�Q�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���D�V���L�W���U�H�O�D�W�H�V���W�R���D���V�S�H�F�L�I�L�F���V�W�D�W�H���R�I���P�L�Q�G�������$���F�R�P�S�D�U�D�E�O�H��

�D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q���W�R���W�K�H���E�L�O�O���Z�R�X�O�G���K�H�O�S���F�O�D�U�L�I�\���W�K�D�W���D�Q�G���V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�H�Q���W�K�H���S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H���V�X�F�F�H�V�V���R�I��

�S�U�R�V�H�F�X�W�L�R�Q����������

�7�K�D�Q�N���\�R�X���I�R�U���W�K�H���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\���W�R���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���W�H�V�W�L�P�R�Q�\���D�Q�G���F�R�P�P�H�Q�W�V���L�Q���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���R�I��

�W�K�L�V���P�H�D�V�X�U�H������

��

����



 
 
1050 Bishop St.  PMB 235 | Honolulu, HI 96813  
 P: 808-533-1292 | e: info@hawaiifood.com 

Executive Officers  
Toby Taniguchi,  KTA Superstores, Chair 
Joe Carter,  Coca-Cola Bottling of Hawaii, Vice Chair  
Charlie Gustafson, Tamura Super Market, Secretary/Treas. 
Lauren Zirbel , HFIA, Executive Director 
Beau Oshiro , C&S Wholesale Grocers, Past Chair 
Stan Brown , Acosta Sales & Marketing, Advisor 
Paul Kosasa, ABC Stores, Advisor 
Barry Taniguchi , KTA Superstores, Advisor 
Derek Kurisu , KTA Superstores, Advisor 

 
 
TO:  
Committee on Health 
Representative John M. Mizuno, Chair  
Representative Bertrand Kobayashi, Vice Chair 
 
FROM: HAWAII FOOD INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION  
Lauren Zirbel, Executive Director 
 

 

 
RE: HB1574 Relating to Electronic Smoking Products 

 
Position: Comments 
 
The Hawaii Food Industry Association is comprised of two hundred member companies 
representing retailers, suppliers, producers, and distributors of food and beverage related 
products in the State of Hawaii.  
 
We oppose Sections 4 of this bill that seek to increase fees on retail tobacco licenses and 
permits. This measure would increase the license fee for tobacco by 10,000%, which is 
excessive and unnecessary.  

Hawaii has the second highest tobacco taxes of any state. By attempting to increase license 
and permit fees, this bill unfairly and misguidedly targets retailers and wholesalers rather than 
tobacco users.  

There is no nexus between license fees and smoking cessation. Retailer license fees exist to 
pay for the licensing process and enforcement; these fees were not created to fund other 
programs. Using licensing fees to fund programs for which they were not intended creates a 
situation where fees are likely to rise unpredictably, this impedes retailersÕ ability to budget and 
creates unnecessary financial and administrative burdens. We thank you for the opportunity to 
testify.  
 

!

DATE: January 31, 2019  
TIME: 9:30am  
PLACE: Conference Room 329 
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Date: January 29, 2019 

To:  Representative John Mizuno, Chair 
 Representative Bertrand Kobayashi, Vice Chair 
 Members of the Health Committee 

Re: Strong Support for HB 1574, Relating to Electronic Smoking 
Products 

Hrg:  January 31, 2019 at 9:30am at Conference Room 329 
 

 
The Coalition for a Tobacco-Free HawaiÔi, a program of the HawaiÔi 
Public Health Institute i is in Strong Support of HB1574 which imposes a 
tax on e-liquid, including disposable electronic smoking devices (ESDs), 
dedicates a portion of the revenue to tobacco prevention and control 
efforts, requires wholesalers and retailers to obtain a license and a retail 
tobacco permit, and restricts the shipment of tobacco products to 
anyone other than a licensee.  
 
E-cigarette use among youth and young adults has become a public 
health concern. 
In 2017, 1 in 4 (25.5%) public high school students and more than 1 in 6 
(15.7%) public middle school students in HawaiÔi reported that they are 
regularly vaping. HawaiÔi has the third highest high school e-cigarette 
rate in the Country. Because ESDs remain unregulated, e-cigarette 
companies have aggressively marketed their products by glamorizing 
their use, using celebrities and young adults as endorsers, and making 
false health claims. E-cigarettes often contain nicotine, which is 
addictive and harmful particularly to adolescents, whose brains are still 
developing. A 2016 report by the Surgeon General concluded that e-
cigarettes are dangerous and a health threat to youth and young adultsii. 
 
Electronic smoking devices (ESDs) are the only tobacco product 
without a tobacco tax. 
In 2016, the FDA deemed e-cigarettes, including its components and 
parts as tobacco products. In a polliii conducted by Ward Research Inc. 
for the Coalition in November 2018, 77% of registered HawaiÔi voters 
were in support of taxing e-cigarettes at the same rate as cigarettes or 
other tobacco products. Because ESDs are not subject to current State 
tobacco tax laws, they are seen as lower-priced tobacco alternatives 
with virtually no restrictions that can be appealing to the youth. A scan  
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of online e-liquid products show that a bottle of 60 mL e-liquid can be purchased on sale for  as 
little as $0.99. Some companies have starter kits for $0.99. Raising taxes and increasing the 
price of tobacco products is a proven strategy to reduce consumption for both adults and youth. 
The Coalition supports establishing an ESD tax and appreciates that this measure dedicates a 
portion of the tax revenue to tobacco prevention and control programs. 
 
ESD licensing and permits protect both consumers and merchants.  
The Coalition recommends that ESD sellers and vendors obtain a tobacco permit and/or 
license which is currently required for any tobacco retailer or wholesaler. This consistency 
would assist with the communication and enforcement of current tobacco tax and purchase 
laws. In addition, the Coalition supports the proposed increased fees for the tobacco permit 
and license. 
 
This measure corrects the loophole in our minimum age selling and tax laws. 
Online ESD sellers simply ask users to click a button to verify their age Ð a process that is both 
ineffective and inadequate. This measure helps to correct this loophole by requiring that ESD 
products be shipped to a registered and licensed seller allowing the State to enforce current 
tobacco selling and taxation laws. 
 
The current Surgeon General, VADM Jerome Adams issued an advisory last December 
Òemphasizing the importance of protecting our children from a lifetime of nicotine addiction 
and associated health risks by immediately addressing the epidemic of youth e-cigarette use. 
The recent surge in e-cigarette use among youth, which has been fueled by new types of e-
cigarettes that have recently entered the market, is a cause for great concern. We must take 
action now to protect the health of our nationÕs young peopleiv.Ó HawaiÔi has made enormous 
progress on tobacco control and we ask the legislature to take the necessary steps to reverse 
our youth vaping epidemic in order to save our youth from a lifetime of addiction. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify. We strongly support HB 1574 and respectfully ask 
you to pass this measure as is out of committee. 
 
 
Mahalo, 

 
Jessica Yamauchi, MA 
Executive Director  
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"!The Coalition for a Tobacco-Free HawaiÔi (Coalition) is a program of the HawaiÔi Public Health Institute (HIPHI) that is 
dedicated to reducing tobacco use through education, policy, and advocacy.  With more than two decades of history in 
HawaiÔi, the Coalition has led several campaigns on enacting smoke-free environments, including being the first state in 
the nation to prohibit the sale of tobacco and electronic smoking devices to purchasers under 21 years of age. 
 
The HawaiÔi Public Health Institute is a hub for building healthy communities, providing issue-based advocacy, 
education, and technical assistance through partnerships with government, academia, foundations, business, and 
community-based organizations. 
!
##!U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. E-cigarette Use Among Youth and Young Adults, a Report from the Surgeon 
General (2017). From https://e -cigarettes.surgeongeneral.gov/documents/2016_SGR_Exec_Summ_508.pdf 
!
###!This study by Ward Research, Inc. summarizes findings from a phone survey among n=804 Hawaii registered voters 
(maximum sampling error +/-3.3%), conducted between October 8 and November 2, 2018. 
!
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HB-1574 
Submitted on: 1/30/2019 11:17:59 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 1/31/2019 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Melodie Aduja 

O`ahu County 
Committee on 

Legislative Priorities of 
the Democratic Party of 

Hawai`i 

Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



HB-1574 
Submitted on: 1/28/2019 9:53:47 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 1/31/2019 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Ann S Freed Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Mizuno, Vice Chair and members, 

I am in strong support of this measure. Big Tobacco and Big Pharma are responsible for 
a host of health problems as well as social ills. I am not surprised the industry is 
targeting children in order to get long-term addiction going over their lifetimes. More 
money for them.... Yes - please pass this measure. 

Ann S. Freed 

Mililani, HI 96789 

 



HB-1574 
Submitted on: 1/29/2019 7:30:08 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 1/31/2019 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Johnathon G. Myers Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-1574 
Submitted on: 1/29/2019 8:35:57 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 1/31/2019 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Devin Wolery Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Taxing vaping, a lower risk alternative to traditional cigarettes. You would in fact be 
taxing them to a higher rate than a traditional pack. 70% of wholesale on devices that 
COST $35-100. is a huge amount. 
 
A black market will be made in an instant. And you would be back to nothing.  

  

I really wish a compromise could be made with you people. But if we give you an inch, 
you take a mile. Gut a bill and replace it with whatever you want. 

 



HB-1574 
Submitted on: 1/29/2019 8:59:28 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 1/31/2019 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Lisa Oshiro Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-1574 
Submitted on: 1/29/2019 9:58:28 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 1/31/2019 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Shannon Stevenson Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill HB1574 for the simpole fact that majority of the post on social media 
are false. In propose that you include local shop owners and their staff that are 
educated on vaping to come to schools and educate the students. I work at Hilyfe 
Vaporz in Waianae. We have reched out numerous times to Waianae High School to 
come and educate students. No one from the school has returned any response from 
us. I dont have a problem with taxing and increasing fees if the funds generated will 
have a win win solution. Though if all the ads and promotions are one sided than in will 
not back this bill.  

 



HB-1574 
Submitted on: 1/29/2019 10:02:43 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 1/31/2019 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Carol R. Ignacio Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha honorable legislators, 

I strongly support the passage of HB1574.  I am 75 years old and know if it doesn't 
affect our pocket book issues like this will not be affected.  Tax on ecigarettes will 
impact the use.  Please support passage of HB1574. 

Thank you so much. 

Carol R. Igancio 

Hawaii Island , District 1 

 



HB-1574 
Submitted on: 1/29/2019 10:26:13 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 1/31/2019 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Bill Medeiros Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I mostly oppose this bill as it infringes on the rights of adult residents and visitors to 
purchase and receive legal products from lawfully operating companies.  Moreover, 
while these products may be available from local retailers, these retailers may not 
provide a full inventory of products and may not provide the same inventory in rural 
areas of the state, as may be available on Oahu.  Growing up on the Neighbor Islands 
in the days of the territory, we depended on mail order suppliers long before there was 
an internet.  We shopped locally but still waited for the Sears Roebuck catalog to come 
in the mail. 

If you want to prevent minors from purchasing e-liquids, spend money on education, not 
on trying to bring back Prohibition. 

And much as in the case of Prohibition, merely making something illegal to purchase, 
certainly does not make it impossible to purchase - aerial fireworks have been illegal for 
decades, and yet, people are still able to purchase them. 

For these reasons, I am opposed to this bill. 

 



HB-1574 
Submitted on: 1/29/2019 10:33:26 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 1/31/2019 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Shani Gacayan Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I support HB1574 to create a tax on ESD products, require a tobacco permit and license 
in order to sell, and prohibit online shipment other than to a licensed seller. 

 





HB-1574 
Submitted on: 1/29/2019 11:27:21 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 1/31/2019 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

taeleipu liliu Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-1574 
Submitted on: 1/29/2019 11:37:04 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 1/31/2019 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jon Fia Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I dont think that E-Liquids should be lumped into the same category as other tobacco 
products.  It is its own unique product with its own challenges.  It would be ok to have a 
separate license for e-liquid but it is unfair to lump it in with tobacco products.  Future 
rules aimed at e-liquids will have collateral damage to OTP which already has a 
multitude of rules to adhere to.  

I also oppose the increase in tobacco permit fees for retailers.  They already burden an 
exorbitant tax rate on tobacco products amongst the highest in the country which only 
accomplishes one thing - drive sales to the internet and out of state sales.  Then to 
compound their ability to make a profit by raising the tobacco permit fees is concerning 
to say the least. 

 



HB-1574 
Submitted on: 1/29/2019 11:47:16 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 1/31/2019 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Claudia Hartz Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Add tax to ESD's and banned from shipping to Hawaii. 

  

 



HB-1574 
Submitted on: 1/29/2019 12:11:38 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 1/31/2019 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Dan Miyahira Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  





HB-1574 
Submitted on: 1/29/2019 1:58:36 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 1/31/2019 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Lisa Dau Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I support HB1574 that would create a tax on ESD products, tobacco permit and licesnse 
to sell and prohibit online shipment other than licesnsed seller. 

Our children should not have easy access to a harmful product like ESD products. 
Those who choose to use ESD products, like cigerettes, should be taxed the same way. 

Lisa Dau, RN 

 



HB-1574 
Submitted on: 1/29/2019 2:10:48 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 1/31/2019 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

C. Azelski Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I support this bill.  In 2016, ESDs were deemed as tobacco products by the FDA. 
However, they remain unregulated in Hawai'i and are the only tobacco product without a 
tobacco tax in the state.  This bill would apply a tax to disposable ESDs and vape 
liquids, require licensing and permitting for wholesalers and retailers, and create online 
shipment restrictions to consumers. It would also dedicate $200,000 of the revenues to 
the Hawai'i Tobacco Prevention and Control Trust Fund. 

 



HB-1574 
Submitted on: 1/29/2019 3:20:39 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 1/31/2019 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

thomas wills  Individual Support Yes 
 
 
Comments:  

Testimony: 

  

Date: January 29, 2019 

To: Rep. John M. Mizuno, Chair 

Rep. Bertrand Kobayashi, Vice Chair 

Members of the Senate Committee on Commerce, Consumer Protection, and Health 

Re: Strong Support of HB1574, Relating to Electronic Smoking Products 

Hrg: January 31, 2019 at 9:30 AM at Capitol Conference Room 329 

  

I strongly support HB1574, which would regulate e-liquids and electronic smoking 
devices (ESDs) as tobacco products through taxation, shipment, and licensing and 
permitting. 

  

I support this bill because of findings from our research with Hawaii adolescents and 
adults conducted over the past 5 years. Recent studies have shown that ESD use is 
quite prevalent among Hawaii middle and high school students, in recent years over 
40% of high school students having used e-cigarettes. Even at younger ages, the 
prevalence among middle school students is over 20% of the school population. 

  

In addition to showing that e-cigarette use is prevalent among Hawaii school students, 
our studies have shown that ESD use is linked to several adverse outcomes. Notably, 
using e-cigarettes is related to initiation of cigarette smoking among previous 



nonsmokers, hence is contributing to undesirable outcomes. Our findings from Hawaii 
have been reported in national and international scientific journals such as JAMA 
Pediatrics and have been confirmed in several different US sites as well as in Britain, 
Germany, Canada, and Mexico. 

  

In addition, our research has shown that e-cigarette use is related to a higher likelihood 
of respiratory disease (asthma and COPD) among Hawaii adolescents and adults. This 
has recently been reported in the two scientific journals, the journal Preventive Medicine 
and the journal Drug and Alcohol Dependence. Thus there is now evidence that e-
cigarette use may be linked to adverse health consequences as well as adverse 
behavioral consequences such as smoking initiation. Moreover, there is now 
considerable evidence to refute the belief that e-cigarettes help adults quit smoking. 
Rather, empirical studies of large populations have shown that people who use e-
cigarettes are less likely to quit. 

  

We have observed that e-cigarettes are aggressively marketed to Hawaii youth in 
television, print media, radio, and point-of-sale advertising venues. Without regulation, 
e-cigarette manufacturers will continue to aggressively market their products by using 
young adults and celebrities as endorsers, glamorizing its use, promoting deep 
discounts, and offering popular local e-liquid flavors such as Kona coffee, Maui mango, 
and pineapple. 

  

Because of the adverse consequences that are known to be related to e-cigarette use, I 
urge the legislature to regulate and tax e-cigarettes the same way as other tobacco 
products. ESDs are the only tobacco product without a tobacco tax and increasing the 
price is a proven strategy that discourages access to these products. In addition, a 
portion of these revenues should be dedicated to tobacco prevention and quit programs. 
This bill will also require a permitting and licensing which will allow the state to know 
who is selling e-cigarettes in Hawaii and work with these merchants to educate and 
enforce current tobacco laws. 

  

I strongly support HB1574 and ask you to pass this out of committee. 

  

  

Yours sincerely, 



  

  

Thomas A. Wills, Ph.D. 

Director, Cancer Prevention in the Pacific Program 

University of Hawaii Cancer Center 

 



HB-1574 
Submitted on: 1/29/2019 5:02:48 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 1/31/2019 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jason Park Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-1574 
Submitted on: 1/29/2019 4:30:09 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 1/31/2019 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

mary santa maria Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Representatives: 

I strongly support this bill to regulate the sale of all Electronic Smoking Devices by 
puting a tax on such devices, requiring vendors to have a tobacco sales permit/license, 
and limiting on-line sales in the State to vendors who hold a tobacco sales 
permt/license. This is the right thing to do for the health of our youth. This bill will also 
prove economically beneficial to the State.  

Sincerely 

Mary  Santa Maria 
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HB-1574 
Submitted on: 1/29/2019 6:12:27 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 1/31/2019 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jenny Chan Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-1574 
Submitted on: 1/29/2019 6:42:57 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 1/31/2019 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

jason graham Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Taxing eliquid is in my opinion already taxed via state tax.  The whole purpose of the 
state adding taxes is not to continue to fund the state but to eradicate vaping in the state 
and to continue getting funded by actual tobacco companies.  Since vaping has actually 
done something to prevent people from smoking cigarettes it has actually damaged 
funding to the state by these big tobacco corporations that are the real evil behind these 
issues health wise.  Vaping in general is enforced as a 21 and older choice like the 
consumption of alcohol, the only difference is vaping was created as a safer alternative 
to smoking conventional cigarettes.  Do not put a tax on eliquid that you know is going 
to put local small businesses and citizens of our state out of business and out of jobs. 

 



HB-1574 
Submitted on: 1/29/2019 8:04:55 PM 
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Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Lynn Murakami-
Akatsuka 

Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Committee, 

I strongly support the passage of HB 1574 in its entirety.  Thank you for the opportunity 
to testify. 

  Lynn Murakami-Akatsuka 

 



HB-1574 
Submitted on: 1/29/2019 8:23:57 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 1/31/2019 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Marion McHenry Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

These products are a health hazard for our youth and general public. They must be 
regulated and taxed! 

 



HB-1574 
Submitted on: 1/29/2019 11:02:42 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 1/31/2019 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

P Kuromoto Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I am in strong opposition to making it difficult and more expensive for smokers to have a 
less risky alternative in vapor products. Vapor products shoud be promoted. Vaping is 
not smoking, it is at least 95% less risky. 

 



HB-1574 
Submitted on: 1/30/2019 7:37:39 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 1/31/2019 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Ned Garcia Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-1574 
Submitted on: 1/30/2019 7:47:28 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 1/31/2019 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Danielle Castro Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-1574 
Submitted on: 1/30/2019 9:19:43 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 1/31/2019 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Monika Lopez Individual Oppose Yes 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-1574 
Submitted on: 1/30/2019 9:46:17 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 1/31/2019 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Helene Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  





HB-1574 
Submitted on: 1/30/2019 11:50:27 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 1/31/2019 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Chris C.K. Arakaki Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-1574 
Submitted on: 1/30/2019 1:01:20 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 1/31/2019 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jonovan Iriarte Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

This is not right it denies many people who are trying to quit smoking, because the state 
wants to deny them to be able to vape while using electronic cigarette devices. People 
who have been trying to quit smoking for the longest, turned to vaping as their last 
resort because it actually does help them quit. When all of the other alternative have no 
affect on them (i.e. nicotine gum or the nicotine patch). 

 



HB-1574 
Submitted on: 1/30/2019 1:03:08 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 1/31/2019 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Valerie Luna-Gaballo Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

This is not right it denies many people who are trying to quit smoking, because the state 
wants to deny them to be able to vape while using electronic cigarette devices. People 
who have been trying to quit smoking for the longest, turned to vaping as their last 
resort because it actually does help them quit. When all of the other alternative have no 
affect on them (i.e. nicotine gum or the nicotine patch). 

 



HB-1574 
Submitted on: 1/30/2019 1:03:33 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 1/31/2019 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Anden Gaballo Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

This is not right it denies many people who are trying to quit smoking, because the state 
wants to deny them to be able to vape while using electronic cigarette devices. People 
who have been trying to quit smoking for the longest, turned to vaping as their last 
resort because it actually does help them quit. When all of the other alternative have no 
affect on them (i.e. nicotine gum or the nicotine patch). 
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Submitted on: 1/30/2019 1:04:08 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 1/31/2019 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Adrian-Marie Luna-
Gaballo 

Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

This is not right it denies many people who are trying to quit smoking, because the state 
wants to deny them to be able to vape while using electronic cigarette devices. People 
who have been trying to quit smoking for the longest, turned to vaping as their last 
resort because it actually does help them quit. When all of the other alternative have no 
affect on them (i.e. nicotine gum or the nicotine patch). 

 



HB-1574 
Submitted on: 1/30/2019 1:16:40 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 1/31/2019 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

sheldon  Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I oppse HB1574 because products is not harmful to anyone else and to have these 
vape products at affordable prices will increase the usage of having a safer and better 
enviroment. We've been talking about how we can help others with second smoke and 
with this vape product that we have, it does not harm anyone else.  As of CBD from 
family experince with arthritis, they could not find the right meds to help them, but using 
th CBD treatment has succesfully helped them to recover from pain and never felt 
better.  

 



HB-1574 
Submitted on: 1/30/2019 1:21:51 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 1/31/2019 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jess Lovely Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Once again we are discussing the distribution of tobacco products in the state of 
Hawaii.  Since the same bill was introduced last year I can only say the same 
thing.  Just because you try to stop the distribution of tabacco products leaving and 
entering the state on the wholesale level, you will have a major increase of individuals 
ordering tobacco products online shipped to their door.  This actually creates a 
decrease in revenue for the entire state.  The other 51 states will happily ship tobacco 
products to individuals in Hawaii and charge their state tax and pump up their local 
economies while we suffer from loss of revenue.  This law comes down to one thing, 
generating revenue for the state.  Once again the general excise tax on all goods 
should be raised to solve these problems, not just on one specific product.  
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HB-1574 
Submitted on: 1/30/2019 5:27:15 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 1/31/2019 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

warren Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I oppose the HB1574 bill therefore i believe it will turn many people back to smoking 
unhealthier products. 
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Submitted on: 1/30/2019 5:45:35 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 1/31/2019 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

keanu kaopuiki Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I think it shouldbe kept equally the state shouldnt be taxing alot  
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Submitted on: 1/30/2019 5:47:05 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 1/31/2019 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 
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Hearing 

Zelsha Keo Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I am against this bill "HB1574" in terms of being a user of electronic smoking products. I 
have quit smoking cigarettes for about two years now and constantly vape. Using a 
electronic smoking device has personally improved my mgeneral health. Abusing 
cigarettes in the past has took a toll on my health in terms of my respitory system, the 
chances of me having an asthma attack is really slim to none. My personal hygiene as 
of smelling good and not like smoke, including my dental health has had a huge 
improvement as well, instead of having tar stuck on my teeth and worrying about bad 
breath, I am now worry free. So, I say NO to banning the products. 
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Present at 
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Michael Zehner Hawaii Smokers 
Alliance 

Oppose Yes 

 
 
Comments:  
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Submitted By Organization Testifier 
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Hearing 

Jostin A Iriarte Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

My name is Jostin, 
I oppose HB1574 finding it is unreasonable many of us "legal adults" who transitioned 
from combustible cigarettes ,the fact is most don't  understand most "ENDS" 
PRODUCTS are costly to begin with! As far as taxes I personally feel that yes it would 
be okay to tax the products "eliquids" that actually contain nicotine & not products that 
doesn't  contain nicotine like "ENDS". 
Taxing Eliquids containing nicotine can help in funding  more research and enforcement 
towards stores who aren't  maintaining compliance on a regular basis . By doing so this 
may reduce the teenage vaping epidemic. By raising taxes it won't  have a positive 
effect on individual, there is the possibility that some may turn to other recreational 
products, but if in all fairness taxes are implemented  in a fair manner it can have a 
positive affect. 

To ban the shipment of eliquid & causing it to be a CLASS C-FELONY is absurd, 
especially to businesses who practice proper guidelines Ruled by the FDA, for 
instances age verification process on certain websites. 

As far as tobacco permits go I've seen most shops acquire a tobacco permit already. 
Increasing tobacco license fee is okay in a fair manner not to completely shut down 
small businesses. As far as some of the Bans that is trying to pass our legislation  some 
are fair and some are ridiculously absurd, please think over them thouroughly. 
Mahalo for your time and Aloha. 
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HB-1574 
Submitted on: 1/30/2019 7:23:15 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 1/31/2019 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jostin Iriarte Hi Lyfe Vaporz,LLC Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 
I oppose Hb1574 but also support some of the criterias in the bill. 

My name is Jostin, As a small business owner in the state of Hawaii we operate several 
business and employ over 10 adults, the impact that it these bill will have on our 
business and the industry with legal age law abiding citizens, employees and the public 
can be catastrophic. 
Vapor may resort back to combustible cigarettes, employees may lose their jobs and 
you may create a big list of unemployment, Small business owners will lose everything! 
Please take the time to consider what is fair and what isn't. 
We have a right as citizens to choose not to revert back to combustible cigarettes. 

I oppose HB1574 finding it is unreasonable many of us "legal adults" who transitioned 
from combustible cigarettes ,the fact is most don't  understand most "ENDS" 
PRODUCTS are costly to begin with! As far as taxes I personally feel that yes it would 
be okay to tax the products "eliquids" that actually contain nicotine & not products that 
doesn't  contain nicotine like "ENDS". 
Taxing Eliquids containing nicotine can help in funding  more research and enforcement 
towards stores who aren't  maintaining compliance on a regular basis . By doing so this 
may reduce the teenage vaping epidemic. By raising taxes it won't  have a positive 
effect on individual, there is the possibility that some may turn to other recreational 
products, but if in all fairness taxes are implemented  in a fair manner it can have a 
positive affect. 

To ban the shipment of eliquid & causing it to be a CLASS C-FELONY is absurd, 
especially to businesses who practice proper guidelines Ruled by the FDA, for 
instances age verification process on certain websites. 

As far as tobacco permits go I've seen most shops acquire a tobacco permit already. 
Increasing tobacco license fee is okay in a fair manner not to completely shut down 
small businesses. As far as some of the Bans that is trying to pass our legislation  some 
are fair and some are ridiculously absurd, please think over them thouroughly. 
Mahalo for your time and Aloha. 
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1/30/2019 
 
RE: Strong Support of HB1574, Relating to Electronic Smoking Products 
 
The Honorable John M. Mizuno, Chair  
The Honorable Bertrand Kobayashi, Vice Chair  
Members of the House Committee on Health  
 
Hrg: January 31, 2019 at 9:30 AM at Capitol Room 329 
 
I strongly support HB1574.  I have experienced vaping and now continue to refuse to go back to it.  The 
people around me that I care about that do vape concern me with their addiction.  I already know that 
their addiction is not going to lead them to a healthy life.  Despite my efforts to get them to quit they 
will just keep on doing it.  If this effort can somehow stop them then I support it.  For teens but also kids 
to start a nicotine addiction isn't good for this state.     
 
I was drawn into vaping because I was under the allusion that it wasn't bad for my health.  Throughout 
high school, I learned more about the effects of vaping.  Now only that but seeing people around me 
addicted to it caused me to stop.  I hope this effort will go far to put an end to this.    
 
Sincerely,                      
Diego Gonzales 
Wailuku, HI 96793 
 





1/30/2019 
 
RE: Strong Support of HB1574, Relating to Electronic Smoking Products 
 
The Honorable John M. Mizuno, Chair  
The Honorable Bertrand Kobayashi, Vice Chair  
Members of the House Committee on Health  
 
Hrg: January 31, 2019 at 9:30 AM at Capitol Room 329 
 
I strongly support HB1574 
 
Mahalo, 
Kaitlin Lacio 
Wailuku, HI 96793 
 



























1/30/2019 
 
RE: Strong Support of HB1574, Relating to Electronic Smoking Products 
 
The Honorable John M. Mizuno, Chair  
The Honorable Bertrand Kobayashi, Vice Chair  
Members of the House Committee on Health  
 
Hrg: January 31, 2019 at 9:30 AM at Capitol Room 329 
 
To the Honorable members of the House Committee 
 
I strongly agree with the HB1574 as for the vaping devices and its products has reached many of the 
youth. Regulation of those products is need to protect the children now and for the future. On average, 
28% of Hawaii County's middle school and high school students has or does use and Electronic Smoking 
Device. (ESD)  
 
Applying a tax would prevent large numbers of teenagers from purchasing any ESD product. i strongly 
urge for the HB1574 to be put in action to save and prevent the lives of the children from unknown 
illnesses. 
 
Thank you for keeping Hawaii's keiki safe/ 
 
Mahalo, 
Asher Tamashiro 
Wailuku, HI 96793 
 





















































































































HB-1574 
Submitted on: 1/30/2019 8:54:20 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 1/31/2019 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Kimo Cruz Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  
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HB-1574 
Submitted on: 1/30/2019 9:49:10 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 1/31/2019 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Melvin C Baldwin Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  
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HB-1574 
Submitted on: 1/30/2019 10:00:17 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 1/31/2019 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Cerelia Bustamante Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Greetings! 

My name is Cerelia Bustamante, I totally oppose to bill HB1574 and feel that it is so 
unfair to taxing ecig smoking products at such a high dollar amount. This is very petty 
and our legislature and state should be focusing more on the high crime rates in Hawaii 
vs any vaping products.  

Thanks for listening and reading my concerns!! 

  

  

 

kobayashi2
Late



HB-1574 
Submitted on: 1/30/2019 10:06:32 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 1/31/2019 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Robin Fujiwaki Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

My name is Robin Iriarte and I oppose Hb1574.  Taxing vape e-liquids and its devices to 
an amount that is not resonable would be unfair to us as this is a healthy alternative for 
my husband who was a chronic smoker for over 20 years.  By doing this it would cause 
more crime cause people will not be avle to afford it.  We already have a high crime rate 
this would just add to it.  please be fair with taxing as this could impact many peoples 
lives if this all goes through vape shops will be forced to close, people will be out of a 
job, and so forth. 
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HB-1574 
Submitted on: 1/31/2019 6:53:14 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 1/31/2019 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By  Organization  Testifier 
Position  

Present at 
Hearing  

Kelli Buenconsejo Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I am against the readily accessible sale of electronic cigarette devices and their 
accessories. As a health care professional, any type of cigarette smoking has long term 
detrimental effects to one's body and those exposed to second hand smoke. E-cigs 
have much more chemical additives than regular cigarettes and we are all being 
exposed to their effects because people will vape a lot more than using regular 
cigarettes. Our keiki are being exposed to these vapors and we do not know the long 
term ramifications of not only the e-cigarette user, but those exposed to second hand 
vapors. 

Please consider supporting this bill and regulate the sale of Electronic smoking devices 
and their accessories at stores and via online sales 

Thank you 
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